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Brother Knights.

The rosary is an incredibly rich practice of prayer that developed slowly, evolving over the centuries. The first
recorded use of the word “rosary” did not appear until 1597. But the roots of the rosary are found far earlier.
While it has been largely abandoned by Catholics in the West, the rosary is one of the most powerful prayers
you may ever pray.

The History of the Rosary: Early Origins

e The rosary has roots in several early Christian prayer traditions. They share similar formats to the
rosary with repetitive structures and prayers.

e Third-century Christian hermits and monks in Egypt (known as Desert Fathers) used stones and later
prayer ropes to keep track when praying the 150 Psalms.

e Various forms of “the Jesus Prayer” (such as “Lord Jesus Christ, Son of God, have mercy on me.”)
became popular. The short prayer was said over and over again in a type of mantra while counting
beads.

e The Our Father was also prayed 150 times, using a string of beads with five decades referred to as a
Paternoster (Latin for “Our Father”)

The Hail Mary Prayer

The Hail Mary prayer came together slowly. It took more than a thousand years. The earliest version simply
added Mary’s name to the message delivered by the angel Gabriel to Mary: “Hail Mary, full of grace, the Lord
is with thee” (Luke 1:28). Around 1050 AD, the words Elizabeth used to greet Mary during the Visitation were
added: “Blessed art thou among women, and blessed is the fruit of thy womb” (Luke 1:42). In 1261, Pope
Urban IV added the name of Jesus to the end of Elizabeth’s words. St. Peter Canisius published the Hail Mary
in his 1555 Catechism with almost the entire final petition: “Holy Mary, Mother of God, pray for us sinners.”
Eleven years later, the Catechism of the Council of Trent (a work that Canisius was instrumental in creating)
included, for the first time, the entire final petition, concluding with the words “now and at the hour of our
death. Amen.” The version of the Hail Mary we pray today was given official approval in 1568. Hail Mary, full
of grace, the Lord is with thee; blessed art thou among women; and blessed is the fruit of thy womb, Jesus.
Holy Mary, Mother of God, pray for us sinners, now and at the hour of our death. Amen.

The Meaning of Rosary Beads

Catholics were not the first to pray with beads. And while the exact origin of prayer beads is unknown, men
and women of many faiths and cultures (Hindus, Greeks, Buddhists, and more) have (and do) use beads to
pray. In fact, the word bead in English is actually derived from an Old English word bede that means prayer.
The use of prayer beads almost universally is to allow the person to keep track of the number of prayers that
have been said, while at the same time focusing on the deeper meaning of the prayers themselves. While
praying with beads certainly wasn’t an original idea, it’s a powerful reminder that everything before the
coming of Jesus was preparing for that moment and that God yearns to transform everything into something
holy, even something as ordinary as a small rope with some beads on it.


https://www.dynamiccatholic.com/rosary/how-to-pray-the-rosary.html#our-father
https://www.dynamiccatholic.com/rosary/how-to-pray-the-rosary.html#hail-mary

How Many Beads Are on a Set of Rosary Beads?

Today, Roman Catholics use a rosary made up of 59 beads. The 6 large beads are used for praying the Our
Father prayer, and the 53 smaller beads are used for praying the Hail Mary prayer. Other prayers of the
rosary include the Apostles’ Creed, the Glory Be, and the Hail, Holy Queen. There are 5 decades, or groups of
10 small beads, that make up the main portion of the rosary.

The Story of St. Dominic

It is widely believed that in 1214 St. Dominic had a vision of Mary. She is said to have presented him with the
rosary, both the beads and the prayers to be prayed.

Dominic had a tremendous devotion to Mary and the rosary, which he promoted wherever he traveled to
preach. He encouraged Catholics to gather in small groups to pray together what was an early form of the
rosary together. These were quite possibly the first expressions of the prayer groups and small group
communities that are still having a powerful impact today.

The Story of St. Louis de Montfort

St. Louis de Montfort was ordained a priest in 1700. He was known not only as a preacher, but especially for
his devotion to Mary and his practice praying the rosary. Through this devotion he wrote often on the idea of
being consecrated to Jesus through Mary, recognizing that a powerful way to connect with God is through His
mother. His writings make up some of the earliest works on Mariology, or the study of the theology of Mary.

The Growth of the Rosary

The earliest form of the rosary developed when Pope Gregory the Great (590-604) popularized an earlier
version of the Hail Mary prayer by asking it to be prayed on the fourth Sunday of Advent. Many individuals
began praying the Hail Mary in a repetitive fashion using a string of beads to keep track of the prayers. After
the full development of the Hail Mary prayer, the term “rosary” was finally given in 1597. For 320 years, from
1597 until 1917, the form of both the Hail Mary and the rosary remained the same. During those 320 years,
there was much written and spoken about the rosary. Most notably, Pope Paul VI said when we pray the
rosary we can experience the key moments of the Gospel. It is a simple, beautiful, and focused meditation,
especially when focusing on the mysteries of the rosary.

The Fatima Prayer

On May 13, 1917, Mary appeared to three shepherd children in Fatima, Portugal. She told them to come back
to that exact place on the 13th day of each month for the next six months. Mary promised she would appear
to them each time and entrust a message to them. Mary told the children to pray for world peace by reciting
the rosary every day. On July 13, 1917, Mary asked the children to add a short prayer to the end of each
decade of the rosary:

O my Jesus, forgive us our sins, save us from the fires of hell; lead all souls to heaven, especially those in most
need of thy mercy. Today this is referred to as the Fatima prayer, and many Catholics incorporate it into the
rosary as Mary requested.

The Mysteries of the Rosary

The mysteries of the rosary were introduced by Dominic of Prussia sometime between 1410 and 1439. This
gave each decade of the rosary a unique quality. Each mystery leads us to ponder very specific events in the
lives of Jesus and Mary and the lessons they hold for our own lives today. There were originally three sets of
mysteries: the Joyful Mysteries, the Sorrowful Mysteries, and the Glorious Mysteries. On October 16, 2002,
almost 600 years after the original Mysteries of the rosary were established, Pope John Paul Il proposed
adding a new set of mysteries called the Luminous Mysteries (the Mysteries of Light).



https://www.dynamiccatholic.com/rosary/how-to-pray-the-rosary.html
https://www.dynamiccatholic.com/rosary/how-to-pray-the-rosary.html
https://www.dynamiccatholic.com/rosary/unlocking-mysteries-rosary.html
https://www.dynamiccatholic.com/rosary/the-fatima-message.html
https://www.dynamiccatholic.com/rosary/the-joyful-mysteries-of-the-rosary.html
https://www.dynamiccatholic.com/rosary/the-sorrowful-mysteries-of-the-rosary.html
https://www.dynamiccatholic.com/rosary/the-glorious-mysteries-of-the-rosary.html
https://www.dynamiccatholic.com/rosary/the-luminous-mysteries-of-the-rosary.html

The Rosary and You

The rosary is an incredibly rewarding spiritual practice for the men and women of any age, and all ages. It is
like an ancient treasure map that has led countless men and women from all walks of life to the treasures of
peace, joy, clarity, and contentment. But don’t take our word for it. Try it for yourself.

Thank you everyone for your support.
Fraternally, Jim Lasichak- Grand Knight.
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Sick/Infirm/Medical Procedures

Knights

John Trudell
Leslie Johnson
Leonard Sauter
Manny Diaz
Richard Frank
Jim Yarosh

Larry Fusco

Larry Haney

Gary Sextone
Michael Weber
Jose Moctezuma-Ruiz
Richard Valentino
Gary Pearson

Ron Czyznik
Steven Pepper
Ron Ciampi

Widows

Carolyn Roberto
Lorraine Eager
Emily Davis
Diane Hutchinson

Priests

Fr. David Vivero

Parkinson’s Disease

Parkinson’s Disease

Cancer

COPD and Blood Flow Blockage in Legs and AFIB

Dementia due to Traumatic Brain Disease, and Spinal Injuries

Stage 4 Kidney Failure

Awaiting Lung Transplant

Leukemia

Knee Infection

Dizziness and weakness in legs
Multiple strokes- In Rehab

Erratic blood pressure and dizziness
Assisted Living Facility

Concussion from fall- Dizzy Spells and low Blood Pressure
COPD

Congestive Heart Failure

Cancer- Radiation and Chemo treatments
Cancer-Kidney & Bladder Issues-Carpal Tunnel Surgery
Unsuccessful Knee Replacement

Brain Cancer

Previous Pastor of St. Theresa Kidney Dialysis



Member Knights

Larry Fusco SR
Joseph Mann

Bill Eager
Carl Ross

Jack Harward
Pete Clemens
James Donlon

John Durst

Daniel Mac Kenzie
Philippe Lucier

Bill Thompson
Fredrick Raymond Bigl
Walter Theroux

Eddie Boutin

James Boice

Stephen Jewusiak

Brent Soth
David Moore

Peter Camuso
Normand Nowland
Lester E Philips
Hugh McCloskey
Peter Fizzuto

Paul Hutchinson

Jim Hunter
Walter Lotz

01/06/2021
11/09/2021
08/27/2021
09/06/2021
09/11/2021
09/26/2021
10/30/2021
11/03/2021
12/14/2021
02/06/2022
02/19/2022
03/18/2022
05/15/2022
09/03/2022
12/16/2022
01/12/2023
01/31/2023
07/28/2023
09/14/2023
10/31/2023
03/02/2024
04/20/2024
05/19/2024
07/10/2024
07/11/2024
10/04/2024




Knight of the Month
Larry Fusco

Family of the Month
Luis and Yelsa Rodriguez




Certificate of Appreciation
Donna Kraus

Welcome New Knights Jack
Adinolfi and Ed Naccarella
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Golf Tournament




Prayer for the Canonization of
Father Michael J. McGivney

God, our Father, protector of the poor and defender of the widow
and orphan, you called your priest, Father Michael J. McGivney,
to be an apostle of Christian family life and to lead the young to
the generous service of their neighbor. Through the example of his
life and virtue may we follow your Son, Jesus Christ, more closely,
fulfilling his commandment of charity and building up his Body
which 1s the Church. Let the inspiration of your servant prompt us
to greater confidence in your love so that we may continue his
work of caring for the needy and the outcast. We humbly ask that
you glorify your venerable servant Father Michael J. McGivney on
earth according to the design of your holy will. Through his
intercession, grant the favor I now present

(here make your request). Through Christ our Lord. Amen.

Our Father, Hail Mary, Glory be to the Father.
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Alberto B. Fernandez, Ficr, LurcF
Field Agent
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Life Insurance - Long-Term Care Insurance
Retirement Annuities « Disability Income Insurance

Protecting Catholic families since 1882.




